A HISTORY OF POLAND
Germany, gave guarantees to Poland that were eventually
merged in a full treaty of defensive alliance.
During the last days of August 1939 it became clear
that Germany intended to invade Poland and seize by
force die territories claimed as German. Last-minute
attempts at mediation proved fruitless, and after the
German Chancellor had made a pretence of offering
Poland a peaceful alternative to war in a declaration
which was not even conveyed to the Polish government,
the Nazi dictator himself destroyed this pretence of
negotiation by ordering, a few hours later, the
advance of German troops across the Polish frontier.
The German invasion of Poland began at dawn on
September I, 1939, and within a few weeks was fol-
lowed by a new Bolshevik invasion of Poland from the
east.
The Polish army, faced now by enemies on two
fronts, outnumbered and entirely cut off from assistance
from its allies in die west, offered a desperate but vain
opposition to the invaders. The city of Warsaw resisted
to the end, and only surrendered when supplies of food
and munitions were nearly exhausted and the wrecked
city was threatened with famine and pestilence. The
President of the Republic and the Government took
refuge in Rumania, and the last administrative act of
President Moscicki was to nominate his successor, in
order that a legal Polish government might be created
in Allied territory pending the restoration of Polish
independence. In the meantime the German and
Russian armies had occupied Poland, and in conformity
with the secret understanding reached on August 23,
1939, when a Pact of Non-Aggression was suddenly
signed in Moscow between representatives of Germany
and Russia, anodaer Partition of Poland was achieved,
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